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Wisconsin Cranberry Research Roundtable Identifies Industry Priorities 
 

WISCONSIN RAPIDS, Wis. – Wisconsin Cranberry Research and Education Foundation 

hosted a Wisconsin Cranberry Research Roundtable at the research facility in Black River Falls, 

Wisc., Nov. 17.  

Research representatives from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, Department of 

Agriculture Agricultural Research Service (USDA-ARS) and Ocean Spray were joined by cranberry 

growers and industry partners throughout the state to discuss this year’s crop and determine 

industry research objectives moving forward.  

“This year’s crop ended up near average,” said Dave Jones, Senior Agricultural Scientist, 

Ocean Spray Cranberries Inc. “It was up from last year, but still on the low end of a five-year 

average range. In terms of challenges, we did not have an abnormally high defect of any kind. 

There was no major rot or other concerns. The high fruit count was there and we likely would have 

had an above average crop. The challenge was size; the fruit just didn’t get as big as expected.” 

Data and feedback from this year’s dormant, growth and harvest phases help to identify 

current concerns and guide efforts for the future.  

“Like every year, these events help us learn what areas grower’s feel that there may be 

opportunities for them to do something different in,” said Jones. “This year what we learned, and 

what I think most folks agree on, is that the current crop ended up this way likely due to a large-

scale environmental situation as opposed to any management error.” 

Among the size anomaly this year was also a concern about hail events earlier in the year 

and side shooting on this year’s buds.  

“I think one of the biggest concerns I’m hearing this year is a need to understand what 

hormonal cues are happening within the plant to promote different kinds of growth,” said Allison 

Jonjak, Cranberry Outreach Specialist, University of Wisconsin-Madison Extension. “Growers are 

getting to that level where they have mastered nutritional demands of the plant. They want to start 

understanding what’s going on with internal cues as far as how to know when to bloom and how to 

direct nutrients to fill fruit size.” 



Following recap of this year’s crop, Jonjak introduced researchers and advocates supporting 

the cranberry industry and provided an overview of current initiatives.  

Primary researchers include: Christelle Guédot, UW-Madison, Department of Entomology; 

Amaya Atucha, UW-Madison, Department of Horticulture; Leslie Holland, UW-Madison, 

Department of Plant Pathology; Jed Colquhoun, UW-Madison, Department of Horticulture; Jyostna 

Devi Mura, USDA-ARS, Molecular Biology; Shawn Steffan, USDA-ARS Entomology; Juan Zalapa 

USDA-ARS, Genetics & Genomics; Shinya Ikeda, USDA-ARS, Food Science; Matthew Digman, 

UW-Madison, Biological Systems Engineering; Steph Plaster, Division of Extension, Farm 

Management; Katie Wantoch, Division of Extension, Farm Management.  

The industry is currently participating in 13 projects across the state and in four multistate 

projects. There are at least 29 current research initiatives covering topics such as genetic and 

genomic progression, climate implications, fungal stresses, fruit maturity, fruit quality and 

resilience, minimizing yield loss, breeding, fruit rot, pest and pollinator management and precision 

agriculture.  

Participants received a brief on four research focus areas centered on physiology, 

technology, crop protection, and general horticulture topics. Researchers split into groups and led 

discussions on the topics, working with growers to talk about top priority concerns and challenges.  

“In order to have research that is impactful, helps growers be more sustainable famers and 

have an industry that is here long term for Wisconsin, we need research that meets actual needs,” 

said Jonjak. “This roundtable gives the researchers a chance to hear directly from growers in order 

to determine what needs their research labs can adapt to and meet.” 

Following breakout discussions, the top three priorities were identified in each category.  

Physiology: Flood management best practices in spring and fall/dissolved oxygen 

implications and effects on plants at various times; weather variability and resiliency in the plant; 

optimizing plant resources (nutrients). 

Crop Protection: New product testing/diversified fungicide portfolios/expanded chemistry 

toolbox/replacement for threatened products; eradication of woody perennial weeds; cultural 

management practices  

Technology: Cranberry specific precision agriculture/retrofitting precision agriculture 

practices from other industries; review of irrigation technology best practices; weather-based 

management techniques and implications. 

General Horticulture: Quantifying natural nitrogen availability (lightning, decomposition, 

source water) leading to better recommendations; variety specific management techniques; 

optimal timing of frost protection.  



These priorities will provide a research roadmap moving forward and help develop and 

guide funding for research. This collaboration facilitates a sense of community for grower’s and 

builds a relationship between growers and researchers, providing the potential for research 

locations, input and feedback.  

“This is something that I think every industry wants to do or tries to do,” said Jonjak. “I’ve 

seen it work really well for the cranberry industry and I attribute that to a few different things: we 

have a very involved and passionate grower base, a dedicated research team and a very strong 

growers association that facilitates this. I’m really proud that we are able to do such a good job.”  

For those interested in current research topics and updates throughout the year, there is a 

monthly “Brown Bag” virtual meeting open to anyone who wants to attend. During the growing 

season there is a Cranberry Crop Management Journal released via email every three weeks.  

For more information contact: Allison Jonjak, Cranberry Outreach Specialist, 

allison.jonjak@wisc.edu 

WSCGA was founded in 1887 and is committed to developing and implementing programs 

that will assist growers in doing a better job of growing cranberries and strengthening the public 

support for the industry in Wisconsin. For more information, visit www.wiscran.org, Like WSCGA 

on Facebook and Follow on Twitter.  
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