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WISCONSIN SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE, ALICE IN DAIRYLAND VISIT CRANBERRY 
MARSH  

 
A CHANCE TO EXPERIENCE THE INDUSTRY EXPECTED TO PRODUCE 63% OF U.S. CRANBERRY 

CROP. 
 
 

WISCONSIN RAPIDS, Wis. – Randy Romanski, secretary of the Wisconsin Department of 

Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) and Taylor Schaefer, 75th Alice in 

Dairyland, toured the cranberry marshes and facilities at Wetherby Cranberry Company in 

Warrens, Wisc.  

Romanski and Schaefer represent DATCP, the agency that oversees various facets of 

Wisconsin’s agricultural industry and the promotion of agribusiness in the state.  

“Agriculture is a 104.8 billion dollar industry in Wisconsin and that takes all sort of different 

shapes, sizes and locations. The cranberry industry is part of our past, present and future. I know 

there are other states that grow cranberries, but there’s a reason that we are a strong leader in the 

U.S. for cranberry production and that is such a piece of pride for our state.” 

The visit allowed a chance to experience the harvesting process first-hand and learn about 

what makes cranberry growing one of Wisconsin’s most unique farming practices.  

DATCP’s mission is to promote quality food, healthy plants and animals, sound use of land 

water resources, and a fair marketplace.  

“Our agency is dedicated to the cause of being a resource to the industry, farmers and 

residents of Wisconsin,” said Romanski. “I look at it as a partnership because we pride ourselves 

on our openness and willingness to listen and learn so that we can be a resource wherever and 

whenever we can through understanding and being responsive.” 

The DATCP office maintains routine meetings with growers and leaders, including those in 

the cranberry industry. Visits like these serve to strengthen that relationship, allowing the agency to 

advocate for the industry in a way that meets the grower’s needs and is effective. 

“Communication and connection is important in providing a better and more valuable 

response and resource to the industry,” said Romanski. “We strive to understand what everyone is 

facing and try to identify ways to work together to address them.” 



Wisconsin’s 2022 cranberry harvest, expected to produce 63% of the U.S. Cranberry crop, 

is in its final days as the season generally runs from late September through mid-October.  

“The community and families of cranberry farmers are unique; this really is a generational 

industry and it’s something that is truly special about our cranberry growers specifically”, said 

Schaefer. 

Wisconsin cranberries are grown on 21,000 acres across 20 counties in central and 

northern regions of the state. Approximately 3 percent of this year’s crop will be sold as fresh fruit, 

and the remaining cranberries will be frozen and stored for longer-term sales as frozen berries, 

dried cranberries, juices, sauces and more.  

WSCGA was founded in 1887 and is committed to developing and implementing programs 

that will assist growers in doing a better job of growing cranberries and strengthening the public 

support for the industry in Wisconsin. For more information, visit www.wiscran.org, Like WSCGA 

on Facebook and Follow on Twitter.  
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